Part 3
OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH PEOPLE
In the last four lessons, we talked about the blessings of a restored relationship
with God. In this final unit of lessons, we will learn how a changed relationship
with God results in changed relationships with other people. We will discuss
the Holy Spirit, the way that he has brings people together in the Church, and
the heavenly home that awaits us at the end of our lives. We will also discuss
God’s will for us in a variety of vocations, or callings, in life.
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9. Christ’s Nature and the Trinity
Jesus’ disciples sat around the table at the end of their Passover meal,
confused by his words. Jesus said he was going somewhere – a place where
they could not follow now, but would follow later. He also said, “All this I
have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit whom
the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind
you of everything I have said to you.” The disciples looked at one another,
astonished. Where was Jesus going, and why couldn’t they come with him?
Who was this Counselor? What could all this possibly mean?
Jesus’ disciples stood on a mountaintop with their necks craned back,
gazing intently into the sky. A lot had happened in the past 40 days. After
the Passover meal Jesus had been arrested and crucified, but on Easter
Sunday he had risen from the grave and appeared to his disciples again and
again. Now they stood on a mountaintop, where moments ago he had
promised them, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” After saying these words he began
to rise into the air until at last a cloud hid him from their sight.
Jesus’ disciples met for worship on the day of Pentecost. Suddenly a sound
like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole
house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of
fire, that separated and came to rest on each of them. . . and when they
opened their mouths to speak they realized that they could suddenly
communicate in languages they had never learned before. Rushing outside
into a great crowd of Jews from all over the world, the disciples began to
tell them the good news about Jesus in their native languages. Peter
stood up before the whole crowd and delivered a sermon containing both
law and gospel, and as a result the hearts of more than 3,000 people were
filled with faith. The promised Holy Spirit had come at last.
(adapted from John 13-14 and Acts 1-2)
This lesson deals with the dual nature of Jesus Christ (both God and man at the same
time.) It also deals with the nature of God himself, and the relationship between the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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WHO IS JESUS?
Read Hebrews 1:1-4.
Jesus was not, is not, and never will be an angel. He is something far greater and
more mysterious.
Read John 1:1-5
Who is “the Word?” What do these verses tell us about him?

Read John 1:14
Jesus always has been God, but when the time has come he also became fully human.
As John explains, he “became flesh.”
Many
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

other Scriptures passages tell of Jesus’ humanity. . . .
He was born (Luke 2:6-7) and grew up (Luke 2:40)
He needed food (Matthew 4:2)
He needed drink (John 19:28)
He needed sleep (Mark 4:38)
He experienced pain and sadness (John 11:35)
He was tempted by the devil (Matthew 4:1-11)
He died (John 19:30)

In order for Jesus to save us, why was it so important for him to be both true God and
true man at the same time?
How is this “dual nature” possible?
Deuteronomy 29:29 The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the
things revealed belong to us and to our children forever.
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IF JESUS IS GOD, THEN WHO IS THE FATHER?
Malachi 2:10 Do we not all have one Father? Did not one God create us?
In what way is it natural for all people to call God our Father?

John 20:17 I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and
your God.
Jesus was not created by God the Father, but has existed from all eternity. What
does Jesus mean, then, when he calls God his “Father?”

The following passages demonstrate the bond between God the Father and God
the Son, and the way they participated together in Jesus’ work here on earth.
John 10:24-30 The Jews gathered around him, saying, “How long will you
keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”
Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in
my Father’s name testify about me, but you do not believe because you
are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they
follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one
can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.
John 14:9-11 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I
have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t you believe that I
am in the Father, and the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not
speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is
doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me.”
Jesus and the Father are clearly separate persons, and yet both of them are God.
Jesus is distinct from the Father, and yet “he and the Father are one.”
How is this possible?
Deuteronomy 29:29 The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the
things revealed belong to us and to our children forever.
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IF JESUS & THE FATHER ARE GOD, THEN WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?
During his last few months on earth, Jesus repeatedly promised to pour out the Holy
Spirit on the New Testament church. (John 13-14, Acts 1) This promise was fulfilled in
a special, visible way on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2 – tongues of fire, ability to
speak different languages, etc.)
However, the Holy Spirit was around long before that time.
Genesis 1:1-2 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of
the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as a real person, and not just some impersonal force.
John 14:16-17 I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate
to be with you forever – the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives
with you and will be in you.
The Holy Spirit is true God, along with the Father and the Son.
2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is freedom.
The God of the Bible is and always has been
“Triune,” or “Three-In-One.”

Our faith in this Triune God is reflected at various points in our worship service:
▪ The Invocation – “We begin in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.”
▪ The Sacrament of Baptism – “I baptize you in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
▪ Prayer of the Day – “. . . through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.”
▪ Creeds – Apostles’, Nicene, and Athanasian
▪ The Blessing - The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face
shine upon you be gracious to you; the LORD look on you with favor and
give you peace.
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WHAT DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT DO?
Along with the Father and the Son, the Holy Spirit is involved with all the work of God
(creating the world, saving us from our sins, etc.) However, the Bible also identifies
certain activities as being particularly within the domain of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38 Repent and be baptized, every one of you. . . .and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Galatians 5:25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the
Spirit.
▪ The Spirit plants faith in our hearts when we are baptized. (conversion)
▪ The Spirit then continues to live within us, strengthening our faith through the
gospel and moving us to lead lives that glorify God. (sanctification)

TAKING IT DEEPER
Agree or Disagree?
▪ There are three Gods – God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
▪ The Holy Spirit hasn’t truly been poured out on you unless you can speak in
tongues like the disciples did.
▪ God did not become triune until Jesus was born.
▪ All religions worship the same God, they just call him/her/it by different
names.
▪ A religion that ignores Jesus Christ is serving a false god.
OPTIONAL: Discuss “How Do We Know if Something is Truly From the Holy Spirit?”
– Appendix, p. 95
For Next Time
▪ Go to the Appendix - The Creed, and read through the Apostles’ Creed (an
ancient confession of Christian faith still used in many churches today.) As you
read, note the emphasis on all three members of the Trinity. Come to class
next week ready to discuss the following:
▪ Is there anything in the Apostles’ Creed that you have questions about?
▪ Do you agree/disagree with its main parts?
▪ Do you think any major points are left out?
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