
Lesson 3 

1 PETER: HOPE IN AN UNCERTAIN WORLD 

“Hope Produces Holiness in Living"  1:13-2:10  

Introduction: In the previous section Peter led his readers in a hymn of praise to God who gave them new birth 
and revealed their salvation to them.  Now Peter calls them and challenges them to a life of holiness.  He begins 
this section with a series of four exhortations to holy living and ends with a beautiful passage, which gives the 
reason and motive for living such holy lives.  

FOUR EXHORTATIONS TO HOLY LIVING 1:13 - 2:3 

A. Put Your Hope Fully on Jesus, and Be Holy  (1:13-16) 

1:13  "Therefore"   =  Whenever you see a "therefore," ask yourself, "What's it there for?" 

  "prepare your minds for action”  - literally:  
   
  "be self-controlled”  - literally: 
   

“set your hope fully…”   Why does Peter need to encourage us to do this?   
  

1:14  "As obedient children…" 
   When you hear this title, do you think of positive things or negative things? 
   Why do we actually enjoy obedience to God’s will? 

1:15,16  "Be holy” 
  
   Agree or Disagree: What God really means here is, "Be as good as you can." 

   If God knows that we can't be holy, why does he demand this? 2Peter 3:14; 1John 3:2,3 
    

B.  Live as Strangers Here in Reverent Fear  (1:17-2:1) 

1:17  Why would Peter bother reminding his readers that God "judges each person's work 
impartially"?   

    

“strangers”  goes back to 1:1   
   
  What is "reverent fear"? 



1:18-19 What might be “that empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers?”   
 Jews -   
 Greeks -   

What words of Luther come to mind?   

1:20  What does this passage tell you about Jesus' person?  

  So… what do vs18-21 have to do with vs17?   

C. Love One Another (1:22-25) 

1:22  “obeying the truth” 

  "love one another" 

  This is "agape" love, as compared to: 

  How can we show that kind of love in our congregation, our community, at home?  

1:23-25 What does this verse say about my conversion - is this my work or God’s work?   
  See also John 1:l2,13; John 3:5; Titus 3:4-7  
  
  Evaluate: In order to be a "born again Christian," a person needs to give up sinful ways and 

commit himself/herself to Christ. 

  My conversion is ______% God’s work and ______% my work.   

  "preached to you” - literally:   

 What do you find comforting about this verse?   

D.  Crave the Word  (2:1-3) 
2:1  “Therefore…”  what is it there for?  

2:2,3 Can you grow up in being saved?  

 What do you say to people who claim, "I have a basic knowledge of the Bible from Lutheran 
school and catechism instructions.  That's enough for me.”   

   
  What might these verses encourage us to do as we live and serve with “new” Christians? 
  



THE REASON FOR HOLY LIVING (2:4-10) 

A.  You Are Living Stones (2:4-8) 

2:4,5  What are the two descriptions of Christians given here? 
   l)     
    
   2) 
     

2:6-8 How does Jesus serve as the Living Stone?   Compare the three types of stones (corner, cap, 
stumbling).     

2:8 Better translation: "...They stumble because they disobey the message, which is also what they 
have set for themselves."   Unbelief is destined to result in eternal destruction.   

 Why do some stumble or trip on Jesus?     

B. You Are a Holy Priesthood  (2:9,10) 

2:9,10  What did Old Testament priests do? 
    1)  

    2)  

What's our chief work as priests?  List how Christians function as priests: at home; at church.  

What’s the significance of each of these descriptors of who we are?  
chosen people  
royal priesthood 
holy nation 
people belonging to God   


