
Lesson 2 

1 PETER: HOW TO LIVE IN A HOSTILE SOCIETY 

“Praise God!"  1:3-12 

Introduction: When the Christians of the five provinces began to suffer for their faith, some began to doubt 
whether God still loved them or noticed their trouble or could do anything about it.  Have you ever felt this 
way?   
  
PRAISE GOD FOR OUR NEW BIRTH  (l:3-5) 

l:3-4  What moved God to give us new birth?  Our good lives?  Our faith?  or something else?  

  What is this new birth?  (Titus 3:5) 

  What two things come as a result of our new birth? 

  l) ______________________________________________ 

  2) ______________________________________________ 

Why are these words especially comforting for Christians who are painfully aware that their 
freedom, dignity, health, money are being taken away from them?  

How would you define “hope” vs. “living hope”?  

Why do you have “living hope”?     

Have you ever received an inheritance? What did you do with it?  How is the one mentioned here 
different?  

   
l:5  "shielded by God's power" 
   From what do we need divine protection? 

   How could these persecuted Christians believe that they are shielded?  

PRAISE GOD FOR PRESERVING OUR FAITH THROUGH TRIALS l:6-9 

l:6  “In this you greatly rejoice” - in what?  

  What were the "trials" which the Christians of Asia Minor were going through? 

  List "trials" which cause stress and distress for people today: 



  What does God promise in spite of our trials?    
   a) vs6 & Romans 8:18 & Revelation 7:13-14 
   b) Luke 18:28-30  
   c) Romans 8:28 
   d) see vs.7  

l:7  In what way is the testing of faith like refining gold? 
Romans 5:3-5 
Isaiah 48:10 & Ps 66:10 & Job 23:10  

List some Biblical examples of God "refining" someone's faith: 

l:8-9  Read John 20:24-31 

What do these verses say about the relationship of the Christians in Asia Minor with Christ? 

Describe a time in your life when God was "refining" faith.  How do vs.3-9 reassure you?  

  Is our inexpressible joy for the future or for right now?   

PRAISE GOD FOR FULLY REVEALING OUR SALVATION l:l0-l2 

l:l0-l2 Agree or Disagree: The Old Testament is basically law, and the New Testament is basically 
gospel.  

  “…when [the Holy Spirit] predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow”  
  Luke 24:25-26  

Just a sample: Ps 22; Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Zec 9:9-10; 13:7; Matt 16:21-23; 17:22; 20:19; Lk 24: 
26,46; John 2:19; Acts 3:17-22; 4:12-16; 5:1,4,9-10 

   
  Who benefited most from the labors of the Old Testament prophets? 

How does 2Peter 1:19 add to our understanding of the connection between the Old and New 
Testaments?   

l:l2  Why would angels be envious of us? 

Which sections of our Sunday morning liturgy are devoted to sheer praise?  Why are those 
sections of praise where they are in the liturgy?    



Conclusion: Christ’s sufferings were not signs of failure but were part of the Father’s loving plan. Your 
sufferings are not signs of failure but are part of the Father’s loving plan, too. 

Homework  
Choose an Old Testament book of the Bible to read this month. Keep a list of the prophecies that are made and 
fulfilled/quoted in the New Testament.  Use a study Bible or Bible app to identify those New Testament 
references.   

Or… consider reading the book of Matthew this month and use the bottom-of-the-page references to Old 
Testament prophecies and keep track of them in a notebook.  For example: Matthew 1:23 should have a 
reference at the bottom of your page saying: Isaiah 7:14.  Go back and read the whole chapter of Isaiah 7 to 
capture the context in which that prophecy was written.     


